
Forest Gate House wins Gold as Best Apartment Scheme in  

WhatHouse awards 2022

GOLD 
Forest Gate House, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
Reigate Land 
A truly intriguing and imaginative 
scheme, Forest Gate House 
manages to successfully combine 
an Art Deco-inspired design with a 
21st-century sensibility. Set on a 
wooded hillside with views across 
the High Weald of Kent, the three-
storey building sits naturally in its 
surroundings, its ‘waterfall’ tiered 
composition echoing the contours 
of the site. Handmade bricks, 
weathered cedar cladding and 
curved walls enhance the 
impression that the building really 
belongs where it sits.  

The developer has paid fastidious 
attention to detail, with neatly 
executed subtle details such as 
rendered soffits under the curves 
and recessed downpipes. Internally, 
the communal areas and 
apartments are spacious, with high 
ceilings and abundant natural light 
courtesy of floor-to-ceiling glazing. 
Specification is high-end but not 
ostentatious, with clean, uncluttered 
lines, subtle colour schemes and 
some interesting room shapes.  

Given such a lush setting, one 
would expect a commitment to 
sustainability from the building, and 
it delivers with comprehensive 
planting to communal areas, green 

sedum roofs, high thermal and 
acoustic performance, and efficient 
underfloor heating. 

Some new-build developments 
take a long time to ‘settle’ and look 
right in their surroundings, but on 
first glance one could be mistaken 
for thinking Forest Green House is a 
lovingly restored 1930s architectural 
gem rather than a contemporary 
build that was delivered in around 
nine months. 

SILVER 
Hayes Village, Hayes, 
London 
Barratt London 

Hayes Village is a scheme by 
Barratt London, in partnership with 
SEGRO, set in the iconic former 
Nestlé factory. The 12-hectare site 

is situated in one of London’s  
30 Housing Zones and is in a 
Conservation Area with four of its 
own listed buildings. 

Consequently, Barratt has had  
to treat the huge Art Deco main 
building with reverence, and it  
has successfully retained the 
stunning facade and numerous 
interior features, while creating 
contemporary apartments for 
modern living. High ceilings, Crittall-
style feature windows and large 
room sizes characterise the units. 

Three further sections of the 
former factory complex have been 
reconstructed into two connecting 
apartment blocks – Dufour and 
Barnett Apartments, designed by 
architects DMFK. 

Forming part of a larger £550m 
project, and due to complete in 
2028, Hayes Village will provide 
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